Transparency Motion

This JCR notes:

That OUSU Ethics Committee is currently running the Oxford Socially Responsible Investment (SRI) Campaign.

That SRI is a legally recognised form of investment combining investors’ financial objectives with commitment to concerns such as human rights, social justice, peace or a healthy environment, so ensuring that the founding moral principles of an institution need not conflict with its financial interests and reputation in the community. 

That before we can even consider the issue of Socially Responsible Investment, we need to know about the current investment portfolio of the College. 

That Keble College currently has £16 million in investments. 

That we will probably all receive letters from the college for the rest of our lives asking us to donate money to them.

This JCR Believes:

That investment is the main way that corporations receive support. 

That ownership of a portion of a company, through shares, gives investors, such as Universities and Colleges, direct and undeniable responsibility for the actions of that company. 

That this motion does not commit the JCR to supporting the principle of Socially Responsible Investment, which would require a further motion, but that transparency is an issue in its own right. 

That details of the funds and companies that Keble College invests in should be open and transparent, with information on investments published annually and available to students and alumni on request.

This JCR resolves

To mandate the JCR President to request at Governing Body and through a letter to the relevant college officers, details of the current investment portfolio, and to ask that the college develops and implements policy to make information on its investments open and transparent in line with the beliefs above.

To survey all members of the JCR as to their views on Socially Responsible Investment so that we can ensure that any subsequent motions on investment policy are specific to Keble and in accordance with students’ democratic views on a variety of possible investment concerns.   

To provide an incentive in the form of a bottle of Fairtrade wine and a box of Fairtrade chocolates to a randomly selected respondent.

Proposed: Emma Jones Seconded: Heather Mcrobie

